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Name. Date. Class.

Physical Geography of Africa South of the Sahara

Guided Reading Activity |

Physical Features

Directions: Summarizing Read this section in your textbook to fill in
the blanks below.

Almost all of Africa south of the Sahara lies on a series of

. In eastem and southern Africa, these edges
are often marked by jagged cliffs, or (2) The
area has only a few (3) with the highest

peak being (&) ‘The Great Rift Valley,

formed by shifting (5). plates, is found in
O Mot ____ lieinor

near the Great Rift Valley, the largest being (8)
Four large rivers are found south of the Sahara—the Nile, the Congo,

the Niger, and the (9) Many of the rivers carve
@) orsteep-sided valleys, as they cut through
the land.

Africa south of the Sahara i rich in (11)

resources. (12). is the principal export in many
countries along the Atlantic coast. The (13)

in Ghana has formed (14) . one of the largest
human-made lakes in the world. (15). are

among the region's most important mineral resources. Large deposits
of (16) ‘materials also are found. South Africa

is believed to have half of the world's (17)

as) are mined and used to make drills and
grinding tools.
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Guided Reading Activity 2

Climate Regions

Directions: Outlining Read this section in your textbaok to complete
the outline below.

1. Africa south of the Sahara lies mainly in the
1. Most of Africa has tropical or tropical
dlimates
A. A tropical wet climate is found along the
8. Hot temperatures and large amounts of rainfall help the growth
of ~
. The tops of the highest trees form an umbrella-ike covering
called the
D Grasslands with scattered woods, or Jare

found farther from the Equator.

E. Some of these grasslands have been set aside as
foranimalesuchas—and___
. Dry steppe areas are threatened by  which
turns fertle land into areas that are too dry to support life.
G.In the driestareas of Afica, dominate
the landscape.
H.The largest of these are the in the north, and
the and in the south.
Il Moderate climates are found in coastal Africa
and the highlands of Affica
A.Southeastern Africa has a climate.
8. Southwestern Africa has a dimate.

C. Temperatures in the highland areas of East Africa are

than in the surmounding areas because of the higher
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Physical Geography of Africa South of the Sahara

Content Vocabulary Activity

Directions: True or False Write T or F on the line before each
statement. If the statement s false, write the word that makes it
true on the line that follows,

rftvalley gorge deforestation
escarpment canopy succulent
savanna Industrial diamond drought
dasertification rain forest acotourism

1. Adroughtis a period of time when no rain falls

2. Desertification is the widespread clearing of land.

3. Asavanna s a dense stand of trees and other plant growth
that receives high amounts of precipitation each year.

4. Asteep-sided valley that s formed when rivers cut through
the land is called a rift valley.

5. Asucculentis a plant with thick, fleshy leaves that can
conserve moisture.

6. Anindustrial diamond is used to make drills and grinding tools.

7. An escarpment s a large break in the Earth's surface formed
by shifting tectonic plates.

8. The process that turns fertile land into land thatis too dry
to support lfe is called deforestation.

9. Arain forestis grassland with scattered woads.
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continued

10.

n

2.

Agorge is a steep, jagged cliff.

Acanopy is an umbrella-like covering formed by the tops
of high trees

Touring a place without causing harm to the environment
is called ecotourism.





